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Authority, Subtlety, Grace

Vienna Acoustics Mahler V1.5 Loudspeaker

Guido Corona

t my first encounter with them at Rocky Mountain Audio

Fest 2006, T was delightfully surprised by the transparent

delicacy, nuanced musicality, harmonic complexity, and
agile authority of the Vienna Acoustics Mahler speakers, driven
by the Jeff Rowland Design (JRDG) 312 stereo amplifier (see
sidebar), and JRDG Capri pn':m'lp]iﬁur. There commenced a
lasting love affair that culminated in the purchase of my own set
of Mahlers.

The elegance of the Mahlers is simplicity itself, Standing almost
five feet tall, less than nine inches wide, and almost nineteen inches
deep, these 120-pound master creations of Vienna's founder
Peter Gansterer sport twin 10" side-mounted subwoofers; the
towers are raked back gently to optimize the time alignment of
the remaining three forward-firing drivers, which are protected
by a cloth grille that I removed for critical listening,

While technically the Mahlers are a three-way design, one
might almost deem them to be a four-way. The crucial midbass
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to lower treble region is served by two, highly modified, 7" Scan
Speak drivers using carbon-fiber-filled air-dried paper cones,
one positioned above the other. The upper one serves a broad
range of six octaves from 70Hz to 4kHz, while the other, with
a lower crossover point than the first, is progressively filtered
towards the midrange and treble. This slightly unusual design
provides a generous cone area for robust, unrestrained overall
sound, while giving the Mahlers their hallmark delicacy and
focus in the critical midrange. A single hand-coated, silk-dome
1.2" Scan Speak tweeter is located above the two midranges,
and is mechanically decoupled from the speaker’s enclosure by
being mounted in a trough of ferrous-silicone material. The
design minimizes sonically harmful mechanical interactions and
resonances, allowing the tweeter to reveal the subtlest treble detail.
The dual side-mounted 10" honeycomb Ultra Lo Frequency
(ULF) subwoofers are made from highly modified Eton
drivers. Sumiko—Vienna

honeycomb According  to






