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Live from Portland:  
Giant Giant Sand
 
Spin the Black Circle:  
Taylor Swift, Jamey Johnson,  
Soundgarden, Dan Deacon,  
Dethklok and More!
 
The Beatles LP Remasters:  
To Buy or Not To Buy and Why
 
New Gear from PrimaLuna,  
Audio Research, Dynaudio  
and More

The Look of Power
 From Furutech
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Setup is also a snap, and at 73 pounds each, the REF 

250s are not too dificult to move. As with any tube amplifier, 

they require adequate ventilation. The REF 250s are fan-cooled 

and extremely silent in operation. They use the same 20-amp 

IEC connector as other ARC Reference gear, so keep this in 

mind if you are thinking of upgrading power cords. ARC claims 

power usage as 700 watts at 250-watt output, and 1000 watts 

“maximum.”  While you can use both on a 15-amp circuit, lis-

teners pumping up the volume at high levels will benefit from a 

20-amp dedicated circuit for the amplifiers.

Configuration

Along with doubling the power supply from the REF 210 it re-

places, the REF 250 utilizes a design very similar to the REF 

150, with eight KT120 power tubes per channel (instead of 

four) being driven by another pair of KT120s and the 6H30 that 

seems to be universal in current ARC amplifiers. A 6550C is 

employed as a voltage regulator. In a nod to past ARC designs, 

a traditional analog meter replaces the fluorescent display.

The KT120 tube proves excellent across the range. In ad-

dition to the increased power dissipation (which translates into 

increased power output), the KT120-based ARC amplifiers 

have more aural ease than earlier amplifiers using the 6550. 

Depth and air are more abundant, with speakers disappearing 

in the room more convincingly. And nobody’s going to com-

plain about that. 

Audio Research REF 250 Monoblocks

MSRP: $25,990/pair

MANUFACTURER

Audio Research Corporation

CONTACT

www.audioresearch.com

PERIPHERALS

Analog Source  AVID Acutus Reference 

SP/TriPlanar/Lyra Atlas

Digital Source  dCS Paganini stack, 

Sooloos Control 15, Aurender S10

Preamplifier  ARC REF 5SE

Phonostage  ARC REF Phono 2SE

Speakers  GamuT S9, Magico S5, Sonus 

faber Ellipsa SE, B&W 802D

Power  RSA Maxim and Dmitri

Cable  Cardas Clear

Accessories  Furutech DeMag and 

DeStat, Audio Desk System RCM, GIK 

acoustic panels and Tri Traps.








